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REMARKS 



Claims 10-21 were rejected in an Office Action mailed January 25, 2005 
Cla,ms 10 and 19 have been amended, Cairns 20-21 have been cancelled, and' 
new claim 22 has been added to address issues raised in the Office Action with 
respect to ciarifying further inventive aspects of the present invention. Applicants 
respectfully request reconsideration of the present application in view of the 
following remarks. 

Ciaims 20 and 21 were identified as directed to an invention that Is 
■"dependent or distinct from the invention originally claimed, and these Cairns 

~T7oT COnSiderati ° n 38 ^ dirSCted t0 a invention. 
Cairns 20 and 21 have been cancelled; however, applicants reserve the right to 
pursue these claims at a fatertime in a continuation application. 

II. Rejection u nder fls y f^ r- j ^ -j? 

^ar^'^ 12 '"' 15-17 ™ JSCted 36 U S C - — "<• 

da,m the subject matter which appilcam. regard a . the imention . Furth6ff ^ 
19 was reacted as indoor the use of the p hra «, ^ 
respectfully traverse these rejections. -Woants 

on . f ftT ^ " , ' ende<, 10 *• * ddiBw « l « « coetlno 

on.firstskte. S U ppo 1 ,forthlsa m en <f n«nt n , a) , befoundinmeD<>taited 

^rz'rr t ' ooa,i ° w ' ^ 1 1 - i,nes ,o - M - «*"* 

11 ,n T - d, " niBOn to Partteu,i "* «*« «"* « disanc, 

«-» 10-12 and ,5-17 contain sufWen, definWon to particularly „„, „ and 

^rdinoT * ^ 1 * ** ^ ^ ^ ««« » *. 

wording Identified as objectionable In the Oflice Action. 

d»«„^ A0C ° rt ' , ' S,1 '' app,lcan,ssub ' nlt •"«•»« claims am clear and 

the art. Accord,ng ly . app^ , ubn , lt ^ „,,, ^ ^ 

II. HiWiwUM.tKu l « c. mw r 



PAGE W ' RCVD AT 7I2M005 6:18:00 PM (Eastern Dayight Time] * SVR:USPT0€FXRF^n * DMS:8729306 ' CSID:302 2924153 ' DURATION (mn>ss):02'OS 



JUL 25 2005 18:23 FR UL CORE LEGAL DEPT 302 292 4153 TO US PATENT OFFICE P.07/-09 



-5~ 



Claims 10, 11 ^ 15-17 were ^ 3 

anticipated by. or in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C § l 0 3(a) as beina 

unpatentable over JP0&4D47383 ? 9 

uo-047383, in the name of Chikamori. Further claim is 
was rejected under 35 U s C 6109/1,1 . runner, cia.m ig 

«| ter J»-, . ' § ( } 38 be,ns antici Pated by, or in the 

alternate under 35 U.S.C. §103(a> as being unpatentable over Chikamori 
Moreover, claim 12 was rejected under 35 u S c «ir» v ^ n,Kam <>n- 
over the cited ch ikam • . *° unaer 35 u s c - §1 03 (a) as being unpatentable 

redone * ' ^ *— 

the sf „ T 3 T d ^ ^ ^ **" th3t ^ument, concerning 

Z^r^^ Ch,ka ™ ri device * as unp ~* ~ 

Lt T Pftnl ^ H0W thS 8trUCture of Chika ™* was different and 
because the alleged difference in t, 

use . 9 Terence .n functaon was merely argumentative of intended 

0™^*™°™? * t0 8 fcr ,a "<™ catena, which 

^JLZEF T" materia ' from anaerob,c decompos ^ 

causes odor and contam.nates groundwater. Chikamon's construction is a water 
b-er sheet (4, with patches, orwindows (1, 2>3 ), of air permeabie Ite^l 
'3 described as bengal for layenng add^ona, waste 

does T 8PSCt ^ C ' alme 1 °' 1 1 ^ 15 " 17 ' app,lcants 8 ^mit that Chikamon" 

does not d^ose or suggest the presenUy claimed combination of features 

d^os e r 1 * ^-nts submH that ChlkamoH does n^ 

disclose or suggest the present* claimed combination of features 

Fmally, with respect to claim 19, applicants respectfully submit that 

Specificaily, ,t would not be obvious based on the teachings of Chikamori 
^^-^^^ 

. "teoompoMion and allowing further laye™ c 

undeco.po.ed waste mataria, t0 „. >ccumubted ^ 

~^r erC ™ BteCnfl — * — '-^Td^oad 
Fu ^'^ lM *'^lhetnewc ta | m2 2.dlre<^,oa 8 ™ tem fa! 
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"I. Conclusion 

13 « ,T T o^'" 0 ,he P^eaen, lnven »< 1 " » **>«■ »/ da.™ 10- 

L I V T "°" ** n0vel *— —PI*-* mv.nt.on 

appHcant, beltew, that the claims are in form for allowance 

If further quewions remain, applied request M ^ 
etephone applicant undesigned representee to schedule an interview pnor 
to issuing a further Office Action. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Carol A. Lewis White, 33,306 
W. L. Gore & Associates, Inc 
551 Paper Mill Road 
P.O. Box 9206 
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